An ICSSR NWRC sponsored seminar on the theme "NEP and Challenges in the Higher Education of Punjab: Dynamics of Government, Institutions and Other Stakeholders” was successfully organized by the PG Department of Political Science at Doaba College Jalandhar on March 28, 2026. Dr. Shalini Behal, Controller Examinations, Guru Nanak Dev University (GNDU), Amritsar, was the keynote speaker while Dr. Jagrup Singh Sekhon, Professor, retired; GNDU was the guest of honor alongwith Dr. Ritu Bhatti, Deputy. Registrar, GNDU, Amritsar. The event commenced with the registration of participants. The inaugural session began with the ceremoniously lamp lighting and rendition of the Doaba Jai Gaan, creating a solemn atmosphere. This was followed by the floral welcome of the distinguished guests by Prof. Dr. Pardeep Bhandari, Principal, Doaba College Jalandhar. The Principal delivered the welcome address, extending greetings to all dignitaries, scholars, and participants. He highlighted the significance of the seminar in the context of the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) and its impact on higher education in Punjab.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The keynote address was delivered by Prof. Dr. Shalini Behal. She provided valuable insights into the implementation of NEP 2020 in Punjab's Higher Education System: its Challenges and Dynamics. She highlighted the evolution of education policy in India, its shift from access  to expansion to transformation, its vision- holistic and multidisciplinary education, flexible curriculum, multilingual education, flexible learning, early childhood care and education, quality education for all,  global competitiveness, equity and inclusion. She also discussed the challenges in implementing NEP 2020 in Punjab - structural- transition from affiliation to autonomy, academic challenges, faculty readiness and curriculum designs, governance, challenges, financial and digital challenges, quality challenges, stakeholder’s dynamics- role of government, institutions, faculty and students. She further suggested its way forward through faculty capacity building and training programs, phase and context-specific implementation. 

Dr. Jagrup Singh Sekhon stressed the importance of collaborative efforts between government and institutions to achieve the objectives of NEP. He emphasized on the disparity in implementation of policies in Punjab and    inability of stakeholders to follow modern systems blindly. The keynote speaker was then honoured. The inaugural session concluded with a formal vote of thanks by Dr. Vinay Girotra, Head of the PG Department of Political Science, followed by a tea break. 

The seminar proceeded with Technical Session chaired by Dr. Jagrup Singh Sekhon. The session included presentations by academicians from various institutions, who discussed different dimensions of NEP and its practical implications. The session witnessed active participation from faculty members and students, who presented their research and perspectives on higher education challenges. 

After a lunch break, the valedictory session commenced. Dr. Amit Kauts, Professor at GNDU Amritsar, addressed the gathering and summarized the key discussions of the seminar. Certificates were distributed to all participants in recognition of their contribution. The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks by seminar director, Dr. Nirmal Singh, who expressed gratitude to the organizers, speakers, participants, and sponsors for making the event a grand success.
